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This volume contains the final versions of a election of papers presented at the 
XXIV International Colloquium on Automata, Languages and Programming (ICALP) 
held in Bologna (Italy), July 7-11, 1997. 
During the conference there were eight invited talks an  72 contributed talks that 
were accepted out of 197 submissions, and these were presented in two parallel tracks 
reflecting the two sections of this joumal ("Algorithms, automata, complexity and 
games" and "Logic semantics and theory of programming"). 
The selection of the papers presented in this volume was influenced by the opinion 
of the Program Committee andby our desire to illustrate the broad base of topics 
covered at the Colloquium. 
We would like to thank the referees for their timely work and the members of the 
Program Committee for their cooperation in evaluating all the submitted papers. 
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